Woodside Primary School Newsletter
22nd May 2026

Message from Mrs Ginty
A Week in Photos

Sometimes a week in photos is all that you need to sum up Woodside.




Term Time Holiday

Holidays are not authorised so please do not book them in term time. You will be fined. Do not ask
your child to lie about being on holiday- that is not right and teaches dishonesty and we will ask
children if we suspect.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education, including RSHE

Thank you to the parents and carers who attended the Relationships meeting this week, your feedback
and questions were really valuable. As mentioned during the meeting, we are currently in the
consultation process regarding the updates to our PSHE, including RSE, Policy. This is in line with the
updated statutory guidance from the DfE which will be effective for September 2026.

The draft policy can be found on the school website in the ‘Key Information’ tab. We welcome any
feedback or comments to this from parents/carers to antoniawild@woodside.herts.sch.uk

Thank you

Sports day

Sports day for year 1- 6 is on Tuesday 16th June- we will be having our annual picnic this day and a
letter will be sent out. Please respond to the letter, if you would like lunch provided.

EYFS sports day will be happening on 10th June. The EYFS team will send out a letter about
arrangements for this.

Annual Whole School Picnic (12pm 16th June)

After the yr 1-6 sports day there will be a whole school picnic on the back field for Nursery to Year 6
which parents are welcome and encouraged to stay for. (Nursery and Reception parents are able to
come in at 12 pm for this). This will be finished by 1.15pm.

We have several picnic options for you this year as there will be no school dinners on this day.



mailto:antoniawild@woodside.herts.sch.uk

e The school lunch providers will be doing filled Jacket potatoes, served on the playground (
bookable and payable in advance)
You can request a school made packed lunch for children and parents.
You may wish to bring your own picnic. (please ensure that there are no nuts or nut products
included.)

You will be issued with a meal ticket in advance stating your option for adult and child, without this
unfortunately you will not be able to have a school lunch and will not be able to purchase one on the
day.

If you wish to partake in any of the school provided lunches, which we do recommend, please ensure
that you book and pay by Wednesday 3rd June 2026. Children’s meals are the usual price- (those
entitled to free school meals are free, but you must book a meal in advance). Parents’ meals are
charged at £3.50 per meal. You will need to ensure that your Arbor account is in credit for this.
https://forms.gle/R5xP1nfoqRvyob6NU6

Art Club

We are really lucky to have Heather and her art club at Woodside. The work the children are
completing is fantastic! Don’t miss the opportunity to join her club!



https://forms.gle/R5xP1nfoqRvyo6NU6

Weekly awards

Shining Stars
Awarded to children who have been recognised for being a great example to others showing the school
values.

Reception - Amazing Artists: Matteo and Ernest

Year 1- Marvellous Musicians: Lyra and Muthuraaman
Year 2- Tech Wizards: Gabriel and Fox

Year 3- Eco Explorers: Scarlett and Andrianna

Year 4- Sports Stars: Isabella and Aaron

Year 5- Scientific Pioneers: Daisy and Max

Year 6- Future Leaders: Aamya and George

Sports Stars
Children that have shown excellent performance or effort in PE lessons will
be identified and certificates will be awarded.

Reception - Amazing Artists: Archie
Year 1- Marvellous Musicians: Aoife
Year 2- Tech Wizards: Siana

Year 3- Eco Explorers: Evan

Year 4- Sports Stars: Daniel

Year 5- Scientific Pioneers: Lucia
Year 6- Future Leaders: Costa

Attendance

We expect the children to be in school every day and on time. Please ensure that your child arrives
before the gates close at 8.50am as learning starts the moment children get in and being late can be
very unsettling for your child. Anyone arriving after the gates closed will be late and will need to come




via the office to be registered and the child will be given a late pass to give to their teacher- showing
that they have been registered. Remember that after 3 lates these will be unauthorised and you could
be fined.

House Points

To keep parents and families updated on our house points scores, that are collected by our
school ambassadors and shared in our ‘Shining Star’ assemblies on Fridays, here are this week’s
scores...:

Oak: 865

Beech: 1025

Chestnut: 968

Congratulations to all children for their efforts but particularly this week, a
massive well done goes to those children in:

The house points can be earned in many different ways, by all children, for achievements,
displaying our school values and for being excellent members of our school society. Please do
discuss how to do this and encourage the children to earn these house points and contribute to
a fantastic school atmosphere.

Nursery

We have had a frog-filled fun
week in nursery, creating
frog life cycle headbands,
books and big natural art
collages.

We've thrown frog beanbags
into pond hoops, noting our
scores, and solved number
problem solving with 5 little
speckled frogs!

Can you remember the four
stages of the frog life cycle?




Reception

We have spoken about how we can be the
best of friends within the class. We have
thought about what being a friend is and
how we make friendships with people who
like the same things/ activities as us and
that are kind to us. We have then thought
about who our friends are and why we like
them as a friend.

This week’s core text has been ‘Frogs’, a
non-fiction book. We have learnt about
features of a non- fiction text including
contents page, information, photographs,
etc. The children have created their own
front covers for the book as it was getting
tatty and we wanted to be illustrators. We
wrote our own sentences about the frogs
we had learnt about using our segmenting
fingers to help us spell each word.

In Maths, we have continued exploring 2D shapes and how they can make pictures. We have cut 2D
shapes in half and created other shapes.

Year 1

This week in Year 1, we finished writing our leaflets

about how to use a pebble to help a child like Amir,

linking to our class story Lubna and Pebble. The

children worked hard to think about kindness,

friendship and how special objects can bring comfort

to others. In Maths, we have been finding quarters of

numbers and shapes. The children have understood

that finding a quarter means splitting something into 4

equal parts. We used practical equipment and shapes

to help us explore this concept. In Art, we have been

exploring different things we can do with wool. The

children have enjoyed learning how to wrap, plait and

thread using a range of materials and techniques. In

PSHE, we thought carefully about our own qualities and what makes us proud of ourselves. We had lovely
discussions about our strengths, achievements and how we can celebrate one another. We continue to practise
forming our ‘f" and ‘th’ lip patterns accurately to support our reading and writing skills. This is something you
may wish to continue practising together at home.

Questions to ask your child at home:

1. What does it mean to find a quarter?
2.  What qualities make you proud of yourself?




Year 2

This week in Computing, we explored a new application
called ScratchlJr. We learned how to investigate unfamiliar
technology by testing ideas and exploring independently. The
children enjoyed discovering what different buttons and tools
could do, and then shared their findings by creating and
explaining their own projects.

Ask your child at home: What did you discover in ScratchJr
and how did you figure out how it worked?

Year 3

Year 3 have been busy this week. In Maths, we have been looking at non-unit fractions. We have tried
really hard to understand these and find non-unit fractions of amounts. In English, we have re-drafted
our stories based on “The Last Garden” into neat as well as look at some grammar work that we
weren’t 100% accurate in. In history, we have been looking at the Romans and in particular, their army.
We looked at Britain in AD43, when Julius Caesar first tried to conquer the land. We looked at the pros
and cons of Roman rule. We then looked at the army and how it was structured and deployed. We
learnt a lot and also tried to become Roman soldiers and form their formations and follow some of
their commands.




Year 4

In Maths this week, we
have been learning about
graphs and how to
understand and interpret
different types of data. In
English, we have started
our exciting new book,
Ever-Changing Earth, and
used a soundscape
activity to make
thoughtful predictions
about what the story
might be about. We also
enjoyed some outdoor
learning, where we
explored the shapes and
textures of natural objects
before creating our own
detailed still life sketches
inspired by what we observed.
Why not get your sketching pencils out over half term and bring pictures in for us all to see?

Year 5
This week we have been very busy! In maths we
continued looking at decimals and have started to divide
and multiply them by 10, 100 and 1000! In english we
began our brand new book ‘The island’ and wrote some
fantastic descriptions about what we thought life would
be like on the island by using inferences from the text and
pictures. On Thursday, we had outdoor learning where we
recapped our knowledge of classifying angles. The children
enjoyed exploring the forest area finding different angles before
getting creative, making a picture using things they could find
which contain a range of different angles. In history we
concluded our topic of the Ancient Greeks by summarising what the children think is
the biggest legacy of their civilisation and why. In PSHE, we rounded off our learning by creating some
SMART posters to inform people on how to keep themselves safe online.
Why not ask your child what advice they have to keep themselves safe?




Year 6

There is no rest for the amazing year 6! Having coped brilliantly with their SATs last week, we
were back to working hard this week. We have been focusing on writing and the children have
completed a narrative about an invading plant and we have written a balanced argument about

homework. | am truly impressed with the
quality of the children’s writing and their ability
identify and correct their mistakes. In BSL, we
started to sign our daily routine, including
waking up, getting ready and leaving our
house. On Thursday, we auditioned for the
singing parts for our production of ‘Cats’ —
what a talented bunch! Our history topic at the
moment is considering who should be on the
back of a £50 note. We enjoyed looking at
banknotes, identifying their features and
finding why the people on them are significant.

Why don’t you ask your child what the features of
the notes are and have a discussion about who you
think should be on them?

to

School Diary

To help you plan the year, we have mapped out the calendar of events for the year and are sharing this live

document with you. Please note that this may be subject to change and dates will be added as we go along so
please double check each week.
We shall add this link to your Google classrooms too.

School diary dates for parents.

Month Date Event Time Year Groups
25th May-29th Half Term WYhole School
May
June Thursday 4th CHEXS Family 8:30-10:30
Support Service
10th June EYFS Sports Day gam Nursery and Rec
EYFS
Tuesday 16th Picnic Lunch o-1pm Years 1-6
KS1 and KS2
Sports Day
Thursday 18th CHEXS Family 8:30-10:30
Support Service
Friday 19th June [ Fathers day gifts [ All day Nurs-Y6
Monday 22nd -3rd | Individual Learning | Times TBC Whole School



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aHj-G4P4Y46eQhl-rDnlyltREPHOpOG6ta4nkVHSey0/edit?usp=sharing

July

Plan Parent/Carer
Meetings

Wednesday 24th Year 2 trip to

June

Mountfitchet
Castle

All day

Year 2

https:

Term Dates for Academic year.
Follow this link for our term dates.

www.woodside.herts.sch.uk/term-dates
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